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SUBJECT: NAVY CHIEES OF CHAPLAINS AD HOC GROUP 
MEETING 

REE: USNATO 3103 (DTG 241213Z MAR 78)(NOTAL) 

1 . THE AD HOC GROUP OP NAVY CHIEFS OF CHAPLAINS MET 
AT SHAPE AS SCHEDULED MARCH 29-31. AS NOTED IN REPTEL, 
PURPOSE OP THE MEETING WAS TO FOLLOW-UP ON THE OCTOBER 
1977 MEETING OF NATO NAVY CHIEFS OF CHAPLAINS IN LONDON, 
WITH DELIBERATIONS ON THE FEASIBILITY OF PROVIDING 
SUPPORT IN SOME FORM FOR THE SHARED SPIRITUAL/HUMAN 
VALUES IN THE ALLIANCE. ARMY AND AIR PORCE CHAPLAIN 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE US AND UK, TOGETHER WITH A 
USMISSION OFPICER, ATTENDED THE MEETING AS OBSERVERS. 
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2. THE AD HOC GROUP, COMPOSED OF NAVY CHIEFS OF 
CHAPLAINS FROM THE US, UK, FRANCE, GERMANY, AND 
DENMARK REACHED THE POLLOWING CONCLUSIONS: 

. - THERE IS A CRITICAL NEED TO SUPPORT IN SOME FORM 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ALLIANCE SECURITY AND 
SPIRITUAL/HUMAN VALUES HELD IN COMMON BY ALLIANCE 
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MEMBERS. 

. - THE APPROACH TO ESTABLISHING THIS RELATIONSHIP 
SHOULD BE AN EXPLORATORY, STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS RATHER 
THAN DIRECT PROCEDURE TO A MECHANISM SUCH AS A NATO 
STANDING COMMITTEE. 

. - THE RELATIONSHIP SHOULD FIRST BE ESTABLISHED 
IN THE FORM OF A COMMITTEE OUTSIDE THE NATO ORGANIZATION, 
COMPOSED OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL THE SERVICE CHIEFS OF 
CHAPLAINS IN MEMBER COUNTRIES. THESE REPRESENTATIVES 
WOULD DRAW ON RESOURCE PERSONS IN THEIR COUNTRIES TO 
DEVELOP ISSUES AND AN AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT AN 
ANNUAL OR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE WITH 
NATO OFFICIALS IN BRUSSELS. 

. - THE CHAIRMAN, CHAPLAIN (RADM) JOHN J. O'CONNOR, 

US NAVY CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS, WILL REPORT THE FINDINGS 
OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE TO ALL THE NAVY CHIEFS OF 
CHAPLAINS, AND WILL CONFER WITH THEIR ARMY AND AIR FORCE 
COUNTERPARTS TO ENLIST THEIR SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION. 
THE CHAIRMAN WILL FURTHER ADVISE APPROPRIATE NATO 
OFFICIALS ON THE RESULTS OF THE ABOVE CONSULTATIONS, AND 
WILL EXPLORE WITH THESE OFFICIALS APPROPRIATE TERMS OF 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROPOSED COMMITTEE WITH NATO 
HEADQUARTERS. BENNETT 
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